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The Farm to School and Early Childhood Education Program is committed to
providing equitable and just programming, resources, funding, and technical
assistance to schools, farmers, and partners in the local food system.

Webinars and Trainings
The Basics of Farm to School and Farm to Early Childhood
Education
J une 10, 2021, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Are you someone who likes to
provide hands-on innovative
learning opportunities for your
students? Join the Arkansas
Department of Agriculture's Farm
to School Team to learn about
farm to school and farm to early
childhood education opportunities
related to school gardens,
education, and local procurement.
The webinar will dig into the
history of Arkansas Farm to School and will teach participants how to set farm
to school goals. This is the foundational course for farm to school, and is
recommended to those who are new to the concept or looking for a refresher.
Register Here

Summer Professional Development Opportunities
The Farm to School Team is offering
eight farm to school professional
development opportunities this
summer to public school teachers.

Sessions are offered through the
South Central Service Cooperative
and the Wilbur D. Mills Education
Service Cooperative.
Educators will receive professional
development credit for attending.
Multiple dates and times will be
offered for each session.
The sessions offered include:
The Basics of Farm to School;
Digging Deeper - Starting a School
Garden Program;
Planting the Seeds of Success - Integrating Farm to School Into Your
Classroom (PK-5); and
Sowing the Seeds of Success - Integrating Farm to School Into Your
Classroom (6-12).
View Schedule and Register Here

Contest Open, Apply Now!
Arkansas Grown School Garden of the Year
Contest
Opens: April 19, 2021
Deadline: June 6, 2021
Funding: $500 - $1,000
The Arkansas Grown School Garden of the Year Contest
is sponsored by the Arkansas Department of Agriculture
with funding provided by Farm Credit Associations of
Arkansas. Applicants may be public or private K-12
schools, early childhood education facilities, or alternative
learning environments that had a school garden during
the 2020 - 2021 school year, or any schools planning to start a garden in the
2021 - 2022 school year.
Apply Here

Resources
The Arkansas Farm to School Collaborative and the Arkansas Department of
Agriculture are pleased to share three new resources available to schools
seeking to grow their farm to school program. The Getting Started and Action
Planning handout explains foundational steps for success, such as creating a
team and setting goals. Then, the school garden handouts detail how to design
and equip school gardens for optimal use.
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Upcoming Grant Opportunities
Action for Healthy Kids
Deadline: June 4, 2021
Funding: $1,000+
Action for Healthy Kids provides schools the
resources for students to eat better, stay physically
active, and be better prepared to learn. Their District
Partnership Grants and School Grants support
physical activity and/or nutrition initiatives at
schools. Apply here.

Blue & You Foundation Grant
Deadline: July 15, 2021
Funding: $5,000+
Blue & You Foundation’s mission is to work together with
others to create a state of better health for all Arkansans.
They strategically focus grant funding on communitybased solutions in the hopes it will nurture community
health leadership, foster collaboration and innovation, and
leverage financial, human, and community resources to produce measurable,
positive impacts. Any program or project that positively affects the health of
Arkansans can apply to receive funding. Apply here.
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