June 2021
The Farm to School and Early Childhood Education Program is committed to
providing equitable and just programming, resources, funding, and technical
assistance to schools, farmers, and partners in the local food system.

We're Hiring!
The Farm to School team is growing! We are hiring
a Local Procurement Manager. This is a part-time
grant funded position, available for one year with
potential extension based on funding.
The Local Procurement Manager will provide
technical assistance to school food service
departments and farmers, develop local
procurement resources, lead trainings, host
regional local procurement events, and lead the
Arkansas Taste Test Grant Program.
Apply Here

Webinars and Trainings
The Basics of Farm to School and Farm to Early Childhood
Education
J une 10, 2021, 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Join the Arkansas Department of
Agriculture's Farm to School team to
learn about farm to school and farm to
early childhood education
opportunities related to school
gardens, education, and local
procurement.

Register Here

Summer Professional Development Opportunities
June and July, 2021
The Farm to School team is offering
eight farm to school professional
development opportunities this
summer to public school teachers.
Educators will receive professional
development credit from the
Department of Education for
attending. Multiple dates and times
will be offered for each session.
View Schedule and Register Here

Edible Schoolyard Project Webinar Series
June 14, 2021 – June 25, 2021
The Edible Schoolyard Project is hosting virtual professional
development sessions that invite participants to create,
cook, taste, and share experiences. This series will prepare
participants to support youth learning about food.
Register Here

Resources
The Arkansas Farm to School
Collaborative is pleased to share the
Arkansas Farm to School State
Profile, a handout that provides a
snapshot of farm to school in
Arkansas. Currently, Arkansas has
310 school gardens, 34 school

districts purchasing local food from a
farmer, and 44 farms and businesses
supplying schools with local food, as
outlined in the resource.
It also lists state farm to school bills
and the school districts who have
received either a USDA or a CDC
Farm to School grant.

View Resource

Further, the Farm to School team at the Arkansas Department of Agriculture is
excited to share a new report on the Arkansas Farm to Early Childhood
Education 2021 Survey that presents the data received from 202 early
childhood education facilities, as well as an infographic highlighting the
successes of the Arkansas School Garden Grant Program, and a Local
Harvest Calendar that was co-developed with the University of Arkansas
System Cooperative Extension Service's Local, Regional & Safe Foods team.

Arkansas Farm to Early
Childhood Education 2021
Survey Results

View Resource

Local Harvest Calendar

Arkansas School Garden
Grant Program Overview:
2020 - 2021

View Resource

Learn More Here

Upcoming Grant Opportunities
Arkansas Grown School Garden of the Year
Contest
Deadline: June 6, 2021
Funding: $500 - $1,000
The Arkansas Grown School Garden of the Year Contest
is sponsored by the Arkansas Department of Agriculture
with funding provided by Farm Credit Associations of
Arkansas. Applicants may be public or private K-12
schools, early childhood education facilities, or alternative
learning environments that had a school garden during the
2020 - 2021 school year, or any schools planning to start a garden in the 2021
- 2022 school year. Apply here.

Access to Local Foods Grants
Deadline: July 1, 2021
Funding: $10,000 - $15,000
The Arkansas Community Foundation is seeking
proposals for projects that will increase Arkansas’s
access to locally grown and produced foods and/or strengthen the local food
ecosystem. Apply here.

Blue & You Foundation Grant
Deadline: July 15, 2021
Funding: $5,000+
Blue & You Foundation’s mission is to work together with
others to create a state of better health for all Arkansans.
They strategically focus grant funding on communitybased solutions in the hopes it will nurture community
health leadership, foster collaboration and innovation, and leverage financial,
human, and community resources to produce measurable, positive impacts.
Any program or project that positively affects the health of Arkansans can
apply to receive funding. Apply here.
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