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Arkansas Department of Agriculture Announces  
Arkansas Grown GAP/GHP Certification Cost Share Program 

 
LITTLE ROCK, AR – The Arkansas Department of Agriculture is pleased to announce that fruit and 
vegetable producers may now apply for Good Agricultural Practices/Good Handling Practices (GAP/GHP) 
certification cost reimbursement through the Arkansas Grown GAP/GHP Certification Cost Share 
Program. Funding for the program is provided through the United States Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Specialty Crop Block Grant Program.  
 
Applications for reimbursement are for the time period between January 1 and December 1, 2022, and 
are due to the Department by December 15, 2022.  Reimbursement is available for 50% of inspection 
costs up to $1,000.  Applications are available at 
cognitoforms.com/ArkansasAgriculture1/ArkansasGrownGAPGHPCertificationCostShareApplication  
 
The GAP/GHP verification program is a voluntary program offered to the produce industry to verify that 
fruits and vegetables are produced, packaged, handled, and stored to minimize food safety risks.  
GAP/GHP certification allows producers to expand their customer base and ensures consumers are 
purchasing safe foods.  
 
“Anything we can do to help offset costs for Arkansas producers is a win for agriculture, our state’s 
largest industry,” says Arkansas Secretary of Agriculture Wes Ward. “We appreciate the opportunity to 
partner with the USDA on this program to provide important cost-share assistance to an expanding 
sector of Arkansas’s agricultural industry,” says Ward. 
 
For questions about the application or the reimbursement process, contact Karen Reynolds at 501-529- 
1630 or karen.reynolds@agriculture.arkansas.gov. 
 
The Arkansas Department of Agriculture is dedicated to the development and implementation of 
policies and programs for Arkansas agriculture and forestry to keep its farmers and ranchers competitive 
in national and international markets while ensuring safe food, fiber, and forest products for the citizens 
of the state and nation. Visit agriculture.arkansas.gov/. The Arkansas Department of Agriculture offers 
its programs to all eligible persons regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability and is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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